Lesson Six - Equiano the Adventurer

Lesson objectives

• Pupils will be able to understand the variety of activities that Equiano was involved in

• Pupils will be able to select appropriate material to create a podcast using ICT

• Pupils will develop their ability to work effectively in pairs

Starter – Handout Lesson 6.1 and ask the students to firstly identify a series of mystery

objects and then see if they can connect them to Equiano; 1) Sextant 2) Polar Bear

3) Wig Carrot 4) Harpoon Gun. This should engage them to find out more about

Equiano’s dealings in these areas.

Further Information:

1) Sextant – Equiano acquired some navigational skills and would have seen a sextant

being used on some of his many sea voyages

2) Polar Bear – Equiano describes encountering several polar bears which the crew

killed and ate. “I thought them coarse eating, but some of the ship's company relished

them very much.” (Interesting Narrative, p. 174)

3) Wig Carrot – A wig carrot was used to powder gentlemen’s wigs; Equiano would

have used one of these whilst employed as a hairdresser.

4) Harpoon Gun – Harpoon guns were used to shoot whales. Equiano describes

unsuccessful attempts to catch sea-horses (walruses) with a harpoon gun during his

Arctic voyage. “Though we wounded several of these animals we never got but one.”

(Interesting Narrative, p.175) The reason for this is their skin is tougher.

Main activity – The students are going to work in pairs to produce a podcast drawing

on the sources ‘Equiano the Adventurer’ (Lesson 6.2) or ‘Equiano’s Arctic Voyage’

(Lesson 6.3) and the information from Summary Sheet 6. They should write a script for

the podcast either in the form of an interview with Equiano or in a documentary style

reporting on his activities.

Alternative activity – Ask the students to write a diary for Equiano recording either his

travels to the Mediterranean, or the Arctic.

Plenary – Listen to the work that has been completed and ask for constructive

feedback. Use this opportunity for some peer assessment, grading the podcasts with

criteria such as historical accuracy, entertainment value, teamwork and effort.

Extension – Use Audacity to convert the podcast into an MP3 file or a .wav file and

send it into The Equiano Project website www.equiano.org where a selection of

received files will be uploaded. (Due to the cessation of The Equiano Project, only files

received before March 1 2008 can be considered for the website).

Podcasting - If you have a microphone attached to a PC then you can use a piece of

free software called Audacity to make a digital recording. Alternatively if you have

Windows XP then you can use the sound recorder that is preinstalled (Programs –

Accessories – Entertainment – Sound Recorder). If you don’t have either of these then

you can use a tape recorder/mobile phone.

Additional resources – A guide on how to use Audacity can be found at

www.forlang.wsu.edu/help/audacity.asp

